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three papers reprinted in this volume, the first of which is pos-
sibly the most important of his contributions to physics. It
was during this period also that he wrote his Lectures on Natural
Philosophy, which must always be reckoned as a potent factor
in the spread of sound physical science in the nineteenth cen-
tury, while its bibliography of more than four hundred quarto
pages is to-day valuable as well as classic.

But nothing short of a catalogue of his papers can give one
an adequate idea of the varied activity of this man during the
remaining quarter-century of his life. His contributions cover
fields as diverse as the physiology of the human eye, hydro-
dynamics, music, paleography, atmospheric refraction, theory
of tides, tables of mortality, theory of structures. His expla-
nation of color-vision as due to the presence of three sets of
nerve fibres in the retina, which, when excited, give respectively
sensations of red, green, and violet, has been adopted and modi-
fied by Helmholtz, and is to-day perhaps the most widely
accepted of the various theories on this subject.

After all, it must be confessed, even by his most ardent
admirers, that Young's style is, in general, far from clear.
Whether this is in any way connected with his lack of mathe-
matical training, or whether it is due to the fact tliat his own
clear intuitions bridged most of the gaps in his written work,
it is difficult to say; but in any event many of his papers are
obscure, and few of them are read. The reader who desires a
full biography will find it in Dr. Peacock's Life of Young
(London, 1855). This biographer also edited his Miscellaneous
Works, 3 vols. (London, 1855). All his papers, however, which
are of especial interest to the student of physics are contained
in the lectures on Natural Philosophy (London, 1807).
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